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tree." He was in fact an egotist with strong
fancies and preferences ; and, though he was an
ascetic by preference, he cannot he called a simple-
minded man, because the essence of simplicity is
not to ride a hobby hard. He thought and talked
too much about simplicity ; and the fact is that
simplicity, like humility, cannot exist side by side
with self-consciousness. The moment that a man
is conscious that he is simple and humble, he is
simple and humble no longer. You cannot be-
come humble by reminding people constantly,
like Uriah Heep, of your humility ; similarly you
cannot become simple, by doing elaborately, and
making a parade of doing, the tilings that the
simple man would do without thinking about
them.
It is almost true to say that the people who are
most in love with simplicity are often the most
complicated natures. They become weary of their
own complexity, and they fancy that by acting on
a certain regimen they can arrive at tranquillity
of soul. It is in reality just the other way. One
must become simple in soul first, and the simple
setting follows as a matter of course. If a man
can purge himself of ambition, and social pride,
and ostentation, and the desire of praise, his